
2015-2016 Illinois Geographic Alliance 
K-12 Teacher Grants and University Geography Club Grants  

 
 
Overview: The Illinois Geographic Alliance (http://iga.illinoisstate.edu/) promotes geographic literacy in 
the schools and among the general populace of Illinois to develop a more globally-informed citizenry. To 
achieve this mission, the Illinois Geographic Alliance maintains a strong grassroots organization of 
geographic educators from schools and universities, and participates in educational reform at the 
district, state, and national levels. The Illinois Geographic Alliance engages in an active program of pre-
service and in-service teacher education, develops K-12 curriculum materials based on the National 
Geography Standards and Illinois learning standards, and fosters public awareness of the importance of 
geography in our society. Current, high quality geography education resources (e.g., books, lessons, 
maps, and games) are important for teachers and students; however, it is often the case that existing 
resources are limited and/or out-of-date. As a result, the Illinois Geographic Alliance is pleased to 
announce two new small (approximately $50-$200) competitive grant programs for 2015-2016 to assist 
Illinois Geographic Alliance members in obtaining geography resources for use in their classrooms and 
communities: 
 

 Illinois Geographic Alliance - Illinois K-12 Teacher Grant 

 Illinois Geographic Alliance - Illinois University Geography Club Grant 
 

Award Amounts: Up to $200 (excluding shipping costs) of geography education resources (e.g., books, 
lessons, maps, and games) 
 
Expected Number of Grant Awards: 5-10 
 
Applicants: Illinois Geographic Alliance members that are Illinois K-12 teachers may apply for the Illinois 
K-12 Teacher Grants. Illinois Geographic Alliance members that are Illinois university geography club 
faculty sponsors may apply for the Illinois University Geography Club grants. Members of the Illinois 
Geographic Alliance Steering Committee may not apply. (Note: To become a member of the Illinois 
Geographic Alliance simply complete the online membership form available at 
http://iga.illinoisstate.edu/membership/. There is no cost to become a member.) 
 
Application Form: Please use the following web link to access the online application form: 
 
https://survey.lilt.ilstu.edu/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=84KIlo640 
 
You will not be able to save a draft of your online application form, so before you begin the online 
application form, please have the following information: 

 General information – your name, school name, school address, telephone number, and email 
address 

 Details about the various items you are requesting – item, quantity, suggested company and/or 
website to order item from, other helpful information (e.g., product #), cost per item, and total 
cost 

 Grant justification 
o Describe how the requested resources will be used in your classroom and/or community 

during the spring of 2016 and beyond. (Maximum of 250 words for your response.) 

http://iga.illinoisstate.edu/
http://iga.illinoisstate.edu/membership/
https://survey.lilt.ilstu.edu/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=84KIlo640


 Examples to consider for the Illinois K-12 Teacher Grant: enhance an existing 
lesson, develop a new lesson, showcase Geography during a school Open House 
event, or create a Geography Night at your school 

 Examples to consider for the Illinois University Geography Club Grant: a 
Geography Club booth/exhibit at a university or community event or Geography 
Club members visit a local school, after-school program, or library to lead an 
outreach activity 

o How will the requested resources improve geography education in your classroom 
and/or community? (Maximum of 250 words for your response.) 

 
Timeline: 

Friday, December 4, 2015 Deadline to submit online grant application form 
https://survey.lilt.ilstu.edu/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=84KIlo640 
 

Friday, December 11, 2015 Grant applicants notified by email 
 

January 2016 Grant recipients receive their requested educational resources for use 
in their classrooms and/or communities during the spring of 2016 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2016 Deadline for grant recipients to complete the required online 
evaluation form regarding the impact of the educational resources in 
their classrooms and/or communities 
 

 
Additional Information: Grant recipient information will be included on the Illinois Geographic Alliance 
website (http://iga.illinoisstate.edu/) and in the newsletter. In addition, project results could be 
presented at conferences such as the 2016 National Conference on Geography Education. 
 
If you have questions, please contact the Illinois Geographic Alliance at iga@ilstu.edu or (309) 438-8115. 
 
 

This project is funded by a grant from the National Geographic Society Education Foundation. 
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